Community Connections
“When you harvest the crops on your land, do not cut all the way to the corners of your field. Don’t pick up the
grain that falls on the ground. Leave it for the poor…” Leviticus 23:22
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A Full Circle Moment
A gentleman dressed in medical scrubs came into CAM with some items he wanted
to donate. As we helped him unload the items, he started to share why he was
donating to CAM. He, his wife and two children had been forced to relocate to
San Antonio because of a hurricane a few years ago. They soon found themselves
homeless, living out of their car and at their wits end. He had nothing and came to
CAM for assistance. He said CAM helped him and his family for about two years
before the storms of life lifted.
During this time, he was going to school to be an EKG
technician. He said it had been about a year since they
needed assistance from CAM. He and his family are doing
so well now that he can donate back to CAM. He was so
grateful! Often times, we aren’t able to track our client’s
whereabouts after they receive services from us. So, when
they come back to CAM to help us instead of asking us to
help them, it’s a true full circle moment for us and for the
client. God continues to bless CAM over and over again. He
wants CAM open and operating and He continues to give
us the tools and resources needed to make a difference in
the lives of so many.

Your monthly donations will help
us serve in the following ways:

2020 CAM Stats
•
•
•
•

•

Served 68,000 people with food &
clothing
Served 2,700 people with financial
assistance to include prescriptions,
utility assistance, and ID recovery
Provided $100,000 in financial
assistance for rent
Served 1462 children through our
Emergency Christmas Store and
over 400 with our Back-to-School
Program
Served 5,600 people with showers
and haircuts

How Can I Make a Difference?

13yr Old Rescued at CAM

Soles4Souls

Sometimes it can feel
impossible;
especially
when we read reports
about
300,000
San
Antonio citizens living
at or below the poverty
level. We don’t have to
be independently wealthy,
a CEO or in retirement to
do so. Each gift of $10,
$20 or $50 given monthly can add up. When you
give to CAM you stand in our corner, like the uncut
wheat of a harvest left to remind those in need that
they have been provided for by God through our
obedience. In other words when you join CAM’s
corner, you have our back and you have the backs
of people like John who is starting over and
getting back to work or Kelly working hard to feed
her children while working and going to school.
We hope you will join us this year by making an
ongoing monthly gift.

CAM was able to help a family rescue and reunite
with a 13 year old run away. The young girl had
been on the streets when her family approached
our incredible security officer Mark Crosson. The
parents showed him a picture one Saturday in
January and 10 minutes later, he saw her step off
the bus with one of our clients. The client had
brought her to CAM to get food and to also seek
help. He and a few other clients on the streets
knew she shouldn’t be out there and felt safe
enough to bring her to CAM to get
her help. Mark was wise enough to
detain her with conversation and
food so she wouldn’t run off in
time for the parents to arrive. We
believe being here ready to help
is part of our purpose. So much of
this is a miracle and we see God in
the work we do.

Your old shoes
provide
new
opportunities in
your hometown.
Did you know
there are 46.5
million people
living in poverty right here in the
United States? Did you know that
16.1 million of these are children?
CAM helps people living in poverty
gain new dignity, courage and
hope. When you donate your used
shoes you are helping people
get back on their feet….literally!
Donate Your Gently Used Shoes
during our Soles4Souls Drive
February-March. Contact Nora at
noyler@cam-sa.org
for
more
information.

Your monthly $10 gift could turn into $10,000
a month if we all participated!

Follow Us On

www.cam-sa.org

CAM Downtown
110 McCullough
210.223.4099		

CAM Northwest
5048 DeZavala
210.697.5771

Caring at CAM During COVID
I am not sure we thought almost a year ago, that we would still be talking about operating
during COVID. When it first happened, we all thought it might be a temporary crisis.
We jumped into action, stayed open, offered new services, more services, and figured
out a way to fulfill our mission with new rules and new needs. Today almost a year later,
we don’t see being able to return to normal for quite some time and in some ways
maybe never. What I want to share are some of the good things that are occurring
because of this crisis, all good things.
CAM is using a debit/credit card to help folks get their ID renewed, or purchase a birth
certificate. This is major for people who are trying to get a job, get off the streets, or
get into a shelter. This new process is much more efficient. We have more community
partners helping with ID recovery (doing the interview process while we fund it). We are
having a significant impact on helping the unsheltered street
homeless and forming relationships. Not only providing
impactful services by offering food, shower, a free mail box,
clothing but also linking our relationships with these folks to
the street outreach workers trying to help people get into
housing. Most recently we made the decision to hire a team
member to focus on our homeless population as a means to
be part of a community wide system to help folks get off the
streets. Valerie Salas started at the end of December and has
helped us to round out an incredible CAM team that serves a
wide range of folks in need.

CEO’s Corner

How Can You Help

CAM needs help on a weekly basis, so
check out our website (cam-sa.org) for
ways you can help at home.
You can also contact our Volunteer
Director to learn about a variety of weekly
or one time volunteer opportunities.
ekirtner@cam-sa.org

Donate Intentionally
• Sort through all of your donations
first and separate by men’s, women’s,
and children’s items
• Label all of the bags/boxes you
bring to CAM
• Only donate comfortable clothing
Help us get necessary items into the
hands of those that need it most in an
efficient manner!

Most recently we sent out a community-wide email about the “tent city” that had
grown over the past few months. Our purpose for this explanation was to share
how difficult this situation was for those we serve and for the neighborhood.
While this occurred and wasn’t under our leadership, we did support the effort to
create a safe and healthy space for our clients. In addition, we supported clients
with help to gather their items and clean up, and during this time we discovered
a baby in a tent. This was reported in the newspaper, otherwise, we would likely
not be mentioning it.

What I want to share is that we support any mother in this situation, but our
first priority is the baby. We hope people will understand that we view this as a Dawn White-Fosdick
miracle for both mom and baby to get help. While we can’t share personal information, great effort and
Valerie Salas, Director resources are being provided to the mother, while the baby is being cared for and kept safe. We hope you
of Homeless Services will pray for mom and baby and know that we care deeply for all of those we serve.

CAM’s mission is to share the love of Christ by providing immediate assistance and encouragement to people in crisis. All are welcome. CAM
is a San Antonio-based nonprofit providing services to 60,000 people annually. CAM helps working poor families, children, elderly, homeless,
veterans etc. by providing food, clothing, and financial assistance to help people through a crisis or avoid a more serious crisis.

