Community Connections
“When you harvest the crops on your land, do not cut all the way to the corners of your field. Don’t pick up the
grain that falls on the ground. Leave it for the poor…” Leviticus 23:22
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Shower the People with Love
As you may remember, we announced an opportunity to offer showers to our clients in the last newsletter.
This opportunity came to us because the City was able to get a large mobile unit donated. They needed
a nonprofit to be willing to say yes to use it and create a program and CAM said yes. We were definitely
focused on the obvious-the shower, the soap, towels and making this available to as many as we could
in a safe environment. What we didn’t know and maybe couldn’t completely understand is that it has
created an opportunity for a deeper relationship with the people we serve. One of our volunteers shared
that as she sat and waited with a client who had tears in her eyes with anticipation and said that she
hadn’t been able to shower for several weeks. When the young woman stepped out clean and fresh she
was giddy with conversation, she walked with her head held high, and they talked as she brushed her wet clean hair and began
discussing what she wanted for herself. This is not an isolated experience. While people arrive to take a shower, wait their turn in
the chapel or grooming themselves after the shower their spirits are lifted and our volunteers truly see a new person. Those serving
are able to provide a shower, a listening ear, joy and love. There is active conversation and an openness to talk about hopes,
dreams and next steps. Our little logo is based on the Shower the People with Love song by James Taylor. The words go like this
“Just shower the people you love with love, Show them the way that you feel, Things are gonna work out fine, If you only will.“
It’s really quite simple, right? If you only will.

How Can You

be in

CAM’s Corner?

•

Turn a onetime donation into a monthly donation, this could be $10 a month, $25, $50, $100 and
beyond.

•

If giving a larger gift annually, quarterly, once a year is better for your financial planning, let us know
what that might be (make a pledge).

•

Consider making a planned gift or a legacy gift. Letting CAM know we are in your estate or will
would mean that even after your time here, your commitment to helping those in need will last well
into the future.

Share Your Harvest
During the Thanksgiving season CAM promotes
a time for people to consider hosting a food
drive, packaging up Thanksgiving items and
donating food. Often our families won’t be able
to have a traditional Thanksgiving meal and
furthermore are simply hungry for food in
general. Through the generous donation
of individuals, churches, work place offices
the special Thanksgiving items will be a gift and surprise for
families that come to CAM seeking food. Please let us know
if you are planning something special and when you might
bring it to CAM by calling our office at (210) 223-4099 or email
skory@cam-sa.org. Please go to cam-sa.org for a list of food
items we collect during this drive.

3rd Annual

Queso Meltdown
November 2nd, 2019

Join us for another year of ooey gooey goodness! Come
enjoy San Antonio’s best queso dishes. We have a DJ/Emcee,
photobooth, kid zone area sponsored by The DoSeum, The
Batman of San Antonio, awesome raffle prizes, and tons more.
It’s not too late, if you have a cheesy dish you want to enter
into this contest, or you want to be a respected sponsor,
contact skory@cam-sa.org today! All proceeds raised during
the event help CAM serve those in need in San Antonio.

For more information, visit
www.cam-sa.org/queso-meltdown
quesomeltdown

Follow Us On

www.cam-sa.org

CAM Downtown
110 McCullough
210.223.4099		

CAM Northwest
5048 DeZavala
210.697.5771

CAM Emergency Christmas Store
Janie’s eyes lit up as she ran over to the table
and picked up a Spiderman action figure and
toy nerf gun. She shared that her little boy had
asked for these very things just the other day
but she had no idea how she would give him
anything for Christmas. She had come to CAM
on this day to try to get help with a utility bill and some food when she learned we had an
Emergency Christmas store. She was struggling to make ends meet, since her husband
had recently left. As she shopped in the CAM Emergency Christmas store she began to
weep with joy, relief and hope. Her little boy would be getting a Christmas!
The CAM Christmas Store provides an emergency, free shopping experience. Parents
get to select gifts that their children will like. Join us in sharing the joy of the season and
making a difference in the lives of San Antonio families by donating new toys or hosting
a toy drive at your home, work, or church. We need gifts for all ages (0–18 years) – infants
to teenagers, boys & girls. All toy donations need to be new. We can also use new or
used Christmas lights, decorations or gift wrapping – even partially used rolls of paper!
Another way you can join us is to volunteer to help with the setup of the store and then
assist the families when choosing toys during their appointment. Contact Sarah Kory at
210-223-4099 or skory@cam-sa.org to learn more.

How You Can Help
Donate Intentionally
•
•
•
•
•

Men’s jeans and tennis shoes
Children’s clothing
Hygiene items
Socks & underwear
Package items ‘just kids’ or ‘just
womens’ items & label

Volunteer

[Downtown or DeZavala]
•
•

Data entry, answer phones, work
with clients
Schedule to work on a 3rd Saturday
yourself or with your church

ekirtner@cam-sa.org

Tour CAM
To schedule a one-off tour of our campus,
email skory@cam-sa.org. Come learn what
we do, where we do it, and see how we
operate in real time.

Executive Director’s Corner

Most recently we unveiled a small garden at the front of our fence at our downtown location thanks to a gift
from one of our volunteers. This is a beautification effort and a hint at the idea of creating a community garden
on campus. In 2017, as we celebrated our 40th anniversary, we unveiled our 10 year vision. This vision started
with utilizing our unique downtown location, now part of a new urban re-development district, to elevate
CAM’s presence and a better understanding of how to serve those in need. We hoped to gain new volunteers,
new donors and for this location to become a beautiful representation for giving back in San Antonio. We
hoped this would mean that we would be part of this new community growth; that we could help those we
serve better and that we could help others to serve better either here or in their own parts of town.
Dawn White-Fosdick
Now, 2 years into breathing life into this vision, we can see God’s work in bringing this incredible opportunity to light. Our campus
is improving with a new beautiful fence, this garden delights our clients and I can even see the excitement in our bees to have this
here, construction is underway to make our warehouse more useful so we can serve more and serve better. All of this has come with
extra funding so we can continue to deliver our mission to those in need today. We have also seen new leaders bringing new service
opportunities to our campus in the form of a Friday night food and emergency assistance program led by a life group out of City Church
downtown. We couldn’t imagine the power of casting a vision, sharing it, and waiting for God to work in our lives, the lives of those we
serve and in the hearts of our neighbors. We can’t wait to see what’s next! Can you?
CAM’s mission is to share the love of Christ by providing immediate assistance and encouragement to people in crisis. All are
welcome. CAM is a San Antonio-based nonprofit providing services to 50,000 people annually. CAM helps working poor families,
children, elderly, homeless, veterans etc. by providing food, clothing, and financial assistance to help people through a crisis or
avoid a more serious crisis.

